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Figure 1. Moncayo Natural Park (Iberian Chains, Spain), which contains Cambrian outcrops with 

spectacular echinoderm fossils. 

 

Presentation 

 

This conference will celebrate the career of our colleague and friend Dr. Andrew Smith, 

a world-renowned specialist in echinoderms who retired in late 2012. 

 

Andrew spent the majority of his career at the Natural History Museum, London (1982–

2012), where he carried out remarkable research on a diverse range of topics, including 

echinoid taxonomy, Phanerozoic marine diversity and Palaeozoic echinoderms. 

 

The conference will be focused on echinoderm palaeobiology, a major area of interest 

for Andrew. Contributed presentations will review the current state of knowledge for a 

range of fossil groups, highlighting recent advances, but more importantly identifying 

areas of uncertainty and possible future research paths. Other echinoderm-related topics 

that include data from the fossil record are also welcome. Andrew will provide a 

plenary talk about the earliest steps of echinoderm evolution. In addition, there will be 

short workshops on Spanish fossil material and state-of-the-art analytical techniques for 

studying echinoderms (e.g. tomography, computer modelling and 3-D printing). Finally, 

there will be a field trip to visit several important Palaeozoic outcrops in northern Spain, 

which have yielded a wide variety of fossil echinoderms.  

 

The format of the meeting including scientific sessions, interactive workshop and a 

relatively long field trip will give us the opportunity to discuss, at length and in an 

enjoyable atmosphere, different scientific topics. This is also an excellent opportunity 

for early career researchers to promote their research to an international audience of 

echinoderm experts. 

 

 



The presentations and workshops will take place in Zaragoza 

(https://www.zaragoza.es/turismo/?idioma=en&seleccionar=OK), a welcoming city, 

which has been influenced by four cultures (Iberian, Roman, Arabic and Christian) that 

have marked its character in diverse ways. The field trip will take place close to 

Zaragoza (Iberian Chains) and in the north western part of Spain, between the cities of 

León and Oviedo (Cantabrian Mountains). 

 

 

Figure 2. A selection of Palaeozoic echinoderms from outcrops that will be visited during the field trip. 
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Preliminary programme 

 

NOTE: Details of the field trip will soon be available on the conference web page, but a 

preliminary itinerary is presented below.   

 

Sunday 14
th

: Evening Ice breaker and reception. 

Monday 15
th

: Welcome participants, talks and posters. 

Tuesday 16
th

: Talks, including the plenary talk from Andrew Smith, and posters in the 

morning, and workshops in the afternoon. 

Wednesday 17
th

: Field trip – The Cambrian of Iberian Chains (NE Spain). 

Thursday 18
th

: Field trip – Ordovician, Silurian and Devonian localities from Iberian 

Chains (NE Spain). 

Friday 19
th

: Driving to the Cantabrian Mountains, free evening for shopping, touristic 

activities and visit the cathedral in León.   

Saturday 20
th

: Field trip – Cambrian, Ordovician and Devonian from León (Cantabrian 

Mountains). 

Sunday 21th: Field trip – Devonian cliffs from the North Cantabrian Mountains, Back 

to Zaragoza.  



 

Figure 3. Proposed itinerary for the field trip. . 

 

Institutional Support and Sponsors 
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Publications 

 

Extended abstracts will be published in a volume of the monographic series edited by 

the Spanish Geological Survey (Cuadernos del Museo Geominero), together with the 

field guide. 

 

In addition, a special volume dedicated to Andrew containing longer papers will be 

published in an indexed journal. Further details will be provided in the next circular. 

 

 

Important Information 

 

A web page with all information about the meeting will be available soon at: 

http://progressinechinodermpalaeobiology.blogspot.com.es/ 

 

You can also follow us on Facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Progress-in-Echinoderm-Palaeobiology-14th-21th-

June-2015-Spain/701050293308786 

 

Important Dates 

 

First circular: February 2014 

Second circular with confirmed costs and details of field trip and preregistration form:  

September 2014 

Third circular: December 2014 

Abstract submission and registration deadline: January 2015 

Fourth circular with final details: March 2015 

Article submission: October 2015 

 

Travel information 

 

Zaragoza is easy to reach from Madrid and Barcelona. We also have a small airport 

(http://www.zaragoza-airport.com/es/index.php) that receives low cost flights from 

several Europeans cities.  

 

By Train 

 

High speed train (AVE) is the easiest way to reach Zaragoza from Madrid or Barcelona. 

The travel time is approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes.  

http://www.renfe.com/EN/viajeros/index.html 

 

By Bus 

 

Buses are also available from Madrid and Barcelona and are less expensive than the 

train. There is a bus that runs directly from Madrid Airport-Terminal 4 (Barajas, 

Madrid) to Zaragoza Delicias Station (http://www.alsa.es/). The same company also 

runs buses from Barcelona to Zaragoza. 

 

 

http://progressinechinodermpalaeobiology.blogspot.com.es/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Progress-in-Echinoderm-Palaeobiology-14th-21th-June-2015-Spain/701050293308786
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Progress-in-Echinoderm-Palaeobiology-14th-21th-June-2015-Spain/701050293308786
http://www.zaragoza-airport.com/es/index.php
http://www.renfe.com/EN/viajeros/index.html
http://www.alsa.es/


 

 

Registration 
 

Cost 

Modes of payment will be provided in the next circular.  

Regular conference fee: 120 euros 

Covers formal registration, ice breaker, abstract volume, printed guidebook, snacks and 

drinks, coffee-breaks.  

Student conference fee: 100 euros 

Same as above.  

Post-conference excursion: 600 euros 

Includes transport, guidebook, accommodation on hotels and all meals. 

THE NUMBER OF PLACES IS LIMITED.  

 

Student Grants 

The organization committee has applied for funding that will contribute to the 

travel/accommodation costs of five students attending the entire meeting (sessions plus 

field work) and presenting a talk. This will provide important networking opportunities 

for these early stage researchers to promote their research to an international audience 

of echinoderm experts. Specific details will be provided in the next circular.  

 

Pre-registration 

Please complete the following pre-registration form. Note that there are limited places 

on the field trip and we will give priority to those who have pre-registered. Return this 

form to s.zamora@igme.es before the end of October:  

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:s.zamora@igme.es


PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Name: 

Institution: 

E-mail: 

Attend Ice-breaker: YES / NO 

Attend scientific sessions in Zaragoza: YES / NO 

Attend conference fieldtrip: YES / NO 

Submit abstract(s) to abstract volume: YES / NO 

If YES: Preliminary Title 

Submit article to special volume: YES / NO 

If YES: Preliminary Title 

I will bring an accompanying person: YES / NO 

……………………………………………………………………… 


