
 
 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
The STEPPE Coordinating Office is seeking proposals for workshops to enable multi-
disciplinary teams to come together to develop large multi-investigator proposals for external 
funding.  Grants will be up to $15,000 to pay for travel and participant costs. 
 
A successful proposal will link at least three main science domains that commonly operate 
independently. The focus should be on processes and prediction. However, better methods of 
analysis and characterization that are linked to physical, chemical or biological processes may 
be a critical part of a proposal as well. Examples of linking domains might include:  

• Computational physical process modeling, laboratory experimentation of processes and 
calibration to the geologic record of the same processes, leading to a better 
understanding of the physical processes of sedimentation and erosion, thus enabling 
forecasting of stratigraphy.  

• Geodynamics, paleo-geography/digital elevation models with paleoclimate models to 
better understand and forecast the results in the geologic record of those interactions.  

• Climate change and biological system response at multiple spatial and temporal scales. 
The objective of this type of proposal would go beyond projects that are currently 
underway or proposed and would reach beyond normal system approaches. 
 

A successful workshop proposal should include: 

 The intellectual merit of the activity and scientific significance or impact of the effort 

 The broader impacts related to the proposed project 

 List of discussion topics for workshop and how they will relate to developing an external 
grant proposal 

 The names (with current affiliations) and range of expertise of participants required for a 
thorough and rigorous discussion (i.e. – tectono/structural geologists, physical 
sedimentologists/stratigraphers, chronologists, biostratigraphers, palynologists, 
paleoclimatologists/oceanographers, numerical experimentalists, etc.). We strongly 
encourage diversity within the participants with respect to age, race and gender. 
 

Proposals should consist of a one-paragraph summary; a two-page description of the workshop 
with anticipated outcomes, including the need for and timeliness of the workshop; and proposed 
location and dates, budget, and plans for acquiring supplemental funding, if needed.  Note that 
STEPPE/GSA is willing to serve as a venue for the workshop (GSA Headquarters, Boulder, CO) 
and can assist in meeting logistics, if necessary.  However, it is not required to have the 
workshop in Boulder. 
 
Upon completion of the workshop, proposal leaders must submit a detailed report to the 
STEPPE office, which will be made available to the broader STEPPE community through the 
website.  It is anticipated that a full proposal to NSF, or other agency, will be submitted within 6-
9 months upon completion of the workshop.   
 
Proposals are due by February 15, 2015.  Proposals should be in PDF format and uploaded to 
the STEPPE website (www.steppe.org). Funding decisions will be made by March 15, 2015.   
 
For more information, please contact: 
Dr. Dena Smith, STEPPE Executive Director, at mail@steppe.org 
Dr. Martin Perlmutter, STEPPE, Chair - Board of Directors, mprl@chevron.com 
Dr. Lisa Park Boush, STEPPE, Chair - Workshop Committee, lisa.park_boush@uconn.edu 
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